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UPCOMING EVENTS

2007 HsToRIC CALENDAR
Get your copy of the 2007 caler
dar in time for Christmas!
(Contact address on the back)

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE
December 3rd, 4pm to 7pm,
at Glencoe Museum (p.3)

Check local press for times,
changes and other ewents

IN THIS NEWSLETTER:

B Historical Spotlight - The
Trigg Site Revisited (p.2)

® Radford Heritage Days 2007
(p-2)

® News from the Museum and
the Foundation (p.3)

B How y ou can help us (p.3)
® Members 2006 (p.4

RADFORD ROCKETS - 1947

the Historic Calendar 2007

he third edition of our annual

Historic Radford Calendar is all
about sports. On twelve pages it
assembles some of Radford's greatest
athletes and provides a glimpse of
some lesserknown sports activities
around town. Starting with the St.
Albans Football Team of 1892, it shows
Radford Univ ersity's early sports
clubs, the old Radford Racetrack, the
still w ell remembered Radford Rockets
(see abow), the great John Dobbins, the
legendary 1971 Radford High School
Football Team, and much more.

f you are interested in local history
or know somebody who is, this cal -
endar is the ideal Christmas present. It
is now on sale for $10 a piece, or if pu
buy 10 copies at a time, for $9 each.
(Other deals for even larger amounts
of copies are aailable. Just contact us.)
Visit us at Glencoe Museum and
pick up y our new calendar. All the
proceeds will go tow ards new projects
of the Radford Heritage Foundation
and Glencoe Museum. Want to know
more about those projects? Just keep
reading this newsletter.

WISHING YOU

he days are getting shorter and the

holiday season is upon us. Maybe
reading this newsletter - our last one in
2006 - will give you some time to rest
and reflect on the past year. The
Radford Heritage Foundation and
Glencoe Museum can look back at an
eventful y ear 2006 After almost a year
without one, the Foundation and
Glencoe Museum got a new director.

THE BEST THIS HOLII

With his help and the w ork of dedicat-
ed volunteers a great deal of progress
has been made.

II of this would not have been

possible without y our continued
support. We thank all of our volun-
teers, donors, and supporters for their
generous help and wish everybody a
wonderful holiday season and a
happy new y ear.



Hist or ical Spo t

ligh t- The Tr

igg Sit e Revisi t ed

GRAHAM SIMMERMAN TAKES A NEW LOOK AT THE TRIGG SITE AND RADFORD’S EARLY INDIANS

s joggers and strollers make their

way along the paths at Radford's
Bisset Rark, few are probably thinking
of Radford's first residents who liv ed
here more than 400 years ago. On
October 18th, before a crowded audk
ence in Glencoe Museum's boardroom,
Graham Simmerman shared some of
his extensive knowledge about these
Indians whose remains were found at
the Trigg site - the place known today as
Bisett Park.

¥mmerman has a close connection to
e Trigg Site. When in 1974 the
news came that the bottom was to be
graded to create the park, he mowed
swiftly to get an archaeological dig
underw ay. A team of experts and vol-
unteers started to exca\ate the remnants
of an early Indian village, a task that
would eventually take 18 months to
complete.

LIFE IN AN INDIAN VILLAGE

om the century old artifacts in

Glencoe's Tigg Exhibit and Mr .
Simmerman's slides a more vivid pic-
ture of these early Indians quickly
emerged. Between about 1600 and 1640
the village seems to hawe been home to
peace-loving farmers who grew corn
and fished in the New River. At the
height of the settlement, about 450 pec
ple seemed to hawe populated the vil -

lage, all of them living in 12-foot round

Perched on top of the hill overlooking the New River ignagnificent

Arnheim, the “Eagle’s Home”, the house of . Dohn
Blair Radford.

houses, each one
inhabited by about
eight family mem -

bers.
he "center" of the
village was
moved seweral

times, mainly for
one of two reasons:
a steady influx of
new inhabitants and
the Indian custom
of building new
houses rather than
rebuilding old ones.

At least the popula-

tion growth seems to

have been a mixed
blessing. The new arrivals from the
South, according to an informed guess,
might have brought in new diseases
that decimated the locals. Even though

this hypothesis is not proven, it is clear
that life expectancy was low and of the
319 burials found, fifty percent w ere
aged 12 years or younger.

BOBCATS FOREVER

any of the artifacts have interest

ing stories to tell. Glass beads and
other items indicate that the Indians had
trade connections with far-away tribes
and even though never having met a
white settler in person, acquired some
of their wares. Different pottery styles
underline the strategic location of the

Graham Simmerman discussed some of the artifacts on display at
Glencoe Museum’s long-runningrigg Exhibit.

village at the crossroads of important
paths crossing the New River just a few
miles south. Comparing the artifacts to
others found elsewhere, there is also a
strong indication that the people living
at the Trigg site were probably some-
how related to the Sioux tribe.
Appropriately for Radford, one of the
few animal bones that were found
mostly intact, w ere Bobcat femurs, giv
ing clear proof that even at this early
time, the Bobcat seems to hae been the
object of cult-like adoration.

INTERESTED ?
If you are interested in further information on
Radford's and Virginia's early Indians, visit our T rigg
exhibit at Glencoe Museum or take a trip to the
Virginia History Museum in Richmond where many
of the Trigg artifacts are on display.

A New Start For Arnheim

he home of Radford's namesake

Dr. John Blair Radford has lived
through some rough times but final -
ly seems to be getting its due
respect. Under the leadership of
Minnie Dean, the Radford Heritage
Foundation (RHF) is exploring new
possibilities on how to preserv e this
historical structure
from 1838.

he RHF is trying its best to get

the house winter-ready, however
the proper stabilization of the build -
ing will require a considerable
amount of financial support. If y ou
want to help us with this project,
don't hesitate to contact us and/or
join us at a meeting of the Arnheim
committee, every Friday at 12:30 pm
at Glencoe Museum.



MUSEUM & FOUND ATION NEWS

IN AND AROUND G

The Radford Heritage Foundation
is planning for the future. On

November 18th, the Board of the
Foundation will discuss long-term

goals and other strategic objectives
at aday-long Board retreat .

Glencoe Museum has recently
received several new donations . Dr.
John Rutherford donated the
sidesaddle, previously on loan to the
museum. Nathan & Michelle

This side saddle had aopninent owner: Martha Custis,
later Mrs. Geoge Washinton, used to ride on it.

Chamberlain gave a new desk for
the schoolhouse and Richard L.

Phillips loaned an old Radford pho -

tograph. Thank you very much! (See
also note on new piano on the left)

Nine art students from Radford
University have become "temporary
volunteers" at Glencoe Museum.
They are part of Dr. Stewe Arbury's
museum fundamentals class and
work for 30 hours each at our muse-
um. Each of them has taken on a dif
ferent project such as being a wood-
working apprentice with John
Talton, revamping the collections,
researching for new exhibits, help-
ing out with special events, and
much more. They will be here until
December and significantly help us

in getting the Museum "up to
speed".
Our new Glencoe Museum

brochure will be out soon. There
will be a major distribution effort, so

stay tuned!

Léxabdstma s Open Hou se

ENJOY 19TH-CENTURY CHRISTMAS AMBIANCE AT GLENCOE

very holiday season, Glencoe

Museum is beautifully decorated
by the Inglew ood Garden Club. This
year will be no exception as one of
Radford's finest historic homes will
once again shine in its full Christmas
splendor. To enjoy this festive
atmosphere the Radford Heritage
Foundation invites you to a
Christmas Open House on
December 3rd, 4-7pm at Glencoe
Museum.

he atmosphere won't be the only

holiday treat y ou can enjoy. Hot
apple cider, cookies and music will
tempt you to take a break from the
busy holiday season. If you still
need gifts, take a look at our book-
store or get the 2007 Historic
Radford Calendar, which will be on
sale. Please join the Radford
Heritage Foundation in honoring
the dedicated efforts of its volun-
teers over the past months in our last
event of the year.

READY TO VISIT
Piano f rom 1859

.Since October Glencoe's parlor is
home to a square grand piano from
1859. The mother of Radford native,
Eloise Turner, bought it for $35 in 1923.
Now, Mrs. Turner's family decided to
donate the beautiful instrument to the
Foundation. Thank you.

WE NEED YOUR HELP WITH...

New Radford
History Book

New Board mem-
ber John Barksdale
is embarking on a
major new project. He will try to fill
the gap in the well-known book
series "Images of America" and
publish a new pictorial history of
Radford. This major undertaking
will draw on v arious Radford pho -
tograph collections and consist of
about 200 pictures with captions. If
you have old photographs from in
and around Radford, please let us
know, it would be a big help!

Find the complete contact information on the back of this newsletter

Local Sports
History Exhibit

Do you have old Radford-related
sports memorabilia? The
Radford Heritage Found-
ation, in cooperation
with the New Riv er
Heritage Coalition, is
trying to organize a
local sports history
exhibit . We're look-
ing not only for old
photographs and

newspaper clip-
pings, but also for old
basketballs, football

uniforms, swim suits and
S0 on. Just contact us!




GLENCOE
BECOME A DOCENT

Glencoe Museum is open to visitors
for 33 hours a week. Especially on
the weekends, we depend on volun-
teers who give tours to our guests.
Become one of them and contact us!

Radford, VA 24143
Phone: (540)731-5031
Email: info@glencoemuseum.org
Web: www .glencoemuseum.org
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Than kyouf ory ourf

inanci al support in 2006 !

| YES, | want to become a member of

:the Radford Heritage Foundation

Dody Anfin J. Ratrick Graybeal Robert L. Nicholson, IlI 1
Mable Ward Apperson Eugene H. Grayson, Jr Robert L. Nicholson, Jr. IName(s) 1
Marie Archer George M. Harvey, Jrt Wilma D. Paris | 1
Carol C. Asbury George M. Harvey, Sr. Phoebe Sturdivant Poff 1 i
Robert P Asbury, Jr Ronald S. Hendrix Norleen Pomerantz IAddress 1
Gerlene N. Baker Sonny Hoover John Ritter I I
Bob Barnes Marceline Hunter Greg Rooker . 1
Robert Barnes James H. Hurt, Jt Nora S. Rudd :City/State/Zip :
Mr. & Mrs. Bondurant Bud & Ann Jeffries T.A. Sevareid I )
Sara L. Brown Edward D. & Thora Jervey Ruth E. Simpkins I

Joyce Bruns Hank Johnson Robert C. Small, Jr 1Email

Mary Barton Bullard James FJohnson Deborah J. Smith 1

Ann Churchill Johnny G. Jones Tom L. Starnes 1Phone

City of Radford
Dorothy H. Cook
Danaher Motions

Myrl Jones
C. Kirk
Pamela F & Noel Lawson

Edwin C. Stone
Ellen & Frank Taylor
Robert Thomas

:Membership includes Glencoe Card
10 Individual - $25 - Card

K.A. Darden Walter W. Leach Harold G. Turner ITJ] Student - $10 - Card

Jack Davis Annyce Levy Frits & Sally van Solkema . I:I Family - $50 - Card

Russz_all L. Davis, Jr Jame_s TLucas E_d & Judy Vance I|:| Sustaining - $100 - Glencoe
Bonnie Dean Dennis Mabes Bill Wall I Mug

Meg’'s Womenswear Dorothy H. Martin Mark W illiams 10 Patron - $500 - Glencoe “Cats
Minnie Dean Mandy Martin Abie Williams, Jr. 1 Meow”

Ellen & William A. Dempsey Thomas T. Mayo, IV A.C. Wilson | _
Gail Cook DeVilbiss Martha Anne McGreevy Thomas Wilson O Ié?gggézhllgelﬁlvmg $1000+
Rodney G. Downs Lane Middleton Bette Wight

Charles Duncan Joanne Spiers Moche Jon Wyatt | Please detach & include with your
Richard Ford Kay Moody David Young 1 membership dues, and return to
Woody Gaskins David Moore Elrica Young 1 address abowe. Make checks

I anable to the Radford Heritage
oundation. Thank y ou.

Patrick K. Moore
John W. Myers, llI

J. Wlliam Giesen
Joyce Gray

Mary Anne St. Clair



